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“When | left my country, El Salvador, | came here hesea.l was poor and
because | was being sought after by ganigaent 12 days on this journey. | was
hungry, cold and sometimes | lost my hope of ever getitiriis country. When |
came into the US, Immigration caught me in San Antohéxas. | was in jail for
three days. The first day.lL suffered a lot because my goal was to come here to
work and take my family out of the poverty we werengin...I thought they were
going to deport me, but they sent me to a house [in Testaese | stayed for 18
days. Good people tended to me there...As my Godfathemitizen [he filled out]
some papers [to help me] get me out of there. After 18 tlagg gave me the
good news that in the morning | was going to New York. At thoment, | felt in
my heart that there was a miracle. This is how | gog¢h..” —Nassau County high
school student (translated from Spanish)

The murder of Marcello Lucero in Suffolk County, Longalsd in November 2008
represents a worst nightmare scenario for an immidaamty settling in the US. Lucero,
an Ecuadorean immigrant, was allegedly killed afterdpstabbed by one member of a
group of teenage boys who targeted Lucero for his ethraadyimmigrant status.
According to FBI statistics there were 595 incidentardf-Hispanic bias in 2007, with
830 victims reported by law enforcement agencies. ThdOspercent rise from 2003,
when there were 426 incidents involving 595 victims.

Less than one year prior to the taking of Lucero’s dfgroup of concerned citizens that
shared a deep concern about the impact of immigratiohitiren and youth joined
together, under the auspices of North Shore Child andly-&uidance Center, to form
what they refer to as a “study group on youth and immagratThe group created a
survey in Spanish and English to be completed by NassauyCeenagers that are
immigrants to the US that would give voice to some eirtheeds and concerns and
reveal perceptions of resource gaps that exist and suppatrer e needed to improve
their lives. There were 614 questionnaires that were @egphnd returned between
May and June 2008 in a range of communities across N@sganty.

A PAUCITY OF RESOURCES

With respect to felt needs and available resourcesethdts of the study suggest an
investigation of policies that address the paucity of nessuthat the youth experience in
areas such as support for post-secondary academic adwariaarmd achievement,
employment opportunities, and financial aid for immigrantif@s, to name a few. The
message from the youth participating in this study iglgi¢lat they would take
advantage of good and easily accessible resources tothssisin improving their

guality of life and academic and career aspirations.



SURVIVAL AND FUTURE ASPIRATION

“My experience in this country is limited because I'myonére 3 months.lL see
how little respect people from other countries get. éndtthools the foreigners are
ignored or given dirty looks. Not everyone is like thiagre are some
exceptions....” — Teenager, survey respondent

An open ended portion of the survey that asked respondentde about “areas of deep
concern” found that there are two broad themesdiffarentiate the young people’s
reflections. First, there are responses that seemwsbat detached and, you might say,
objectively reflective regarding such issues as hungdmsrand equal protection under
the law, for example. Second, there are responaeptbject a greater personal-
emotional urgency regarding the stresses and straegeof day life, survival and future
aspiration. It is among the latter group of responisaswe see and feel an emotional
quality of sadness, hopelessness and despair among imniégasit

NEXT STEPS

More work and exploration is needed to “get inside’dterey in a way that deepens our
understanding of the emotional undertone. In the meantira can use this insight as a
sign that there are young immigrants whose emotiored bre subject to the realities of
what it feels like to be invisible and voiceless. Timglications are that a segment of the
children of immigrant families may be at risk for erooal problems and could benefit
from preventive mental health screening and counseling.ifiglagtnatural settings that
can offer this level of support, such as schools, asasekferral sources for more
serious emotional disturbances is essential.

This survey offered an opportunity to bring voice and visybilit these young people.
Now it is our responsibility to listen, interact andpend.

(To my readers: A full report of the immigration andijfosurvey is available via email.
Write to me at my email address — see above — if yoingmeested in a copy).



