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Standing By or Standing Up to Bullies
By Andrew Malekoff

My friend, Ralph Kolodny, professor emeritus at Bostarnversity School of Social
Work, commented on the brutality of the schoolyardhitdcen’s lives. He said, “we
tend to forget the pain that normally characterizésrattion among children. Oddly
enough,” he added, “the work of the imaginative journalistovelist often provides a
more accurate picture.”

For example, in Ray Bradbury's short story "The Playgdg' Charles Underhill, a
widower, tried to protect his son from the terror ofsbhoolyard. Underhill wondered
how childhood could be considered the best time ofiifegn it was the “most terrible,
most merciless era, the barbaric time when there weipolice to protect you, only
parents preoccupied with themselves and their taller Wworld.

Closer to home, four Long Island students - Gavin, Mda&e and Sam — had the guts to
stand up by giving voice to their pain in a reddaivsday exposé entitled, "In their own
words: Battling the bullies" (November 14, 2010). Jake, &ifmes, said, “Kids would
[harass me] and get detention. Then their friends wadald/hat the other did. It was
almost like a virus getting passed from one friend to &xt.nschool was just hell.”
According to his mom, Jake recently developed stresetetatrdiac issues.

| wonder what the consequences will be for these founggeople for publicly
revealing their suffering and the powerlessness of attufisotect them.

We all know that the boundaries of Bradbury’s fanta$ywslyard now extend into
peoples’ homes through cyberspace, virtually obliteratmgsanse of sanctuary that
children once found in the evenings, on weekends and duerguthmer.

Attempts by adults to rescue children who are bullied lppsixg, reprimanding,
lecturing or squashing the attackers typically leads tceal@&ion of the very behavior
they to eliminate, further entrenching everyone invoivetthe process.

Bullying is not about a fair fight, it is about the abwd social or physical power. Bullies
love an audience and, therefore, depend on bystandergdiarto the journalist

Marian Wilde, “Bystanders are important becauskéylmg most often takes place in front
of peers and it almost never happens when adults aréingtc

According to Wilde, “If the audience shows disapprolsallies are discouraged from
continuing.However, bystanders, especially children, need to be eanpdwio act. The
majority of children won't act for a variety of reaspperhaps because they are afraid,
confused or unsure of what to do.”



Bullying is intensified today by a broad decline in civiltye live in a world of grown-
ups who do not think twice about overstepping personal bousdar@ugh rude,
intimidating and obnoxious behavior.

If we cannot turn back the hands of time, we can at lEHaw down and teach our
children, after we remind ourselves, the importance oingu#t reflective pause between
impulse and action. Sometimes this involves making thesio@ to act and to move from
standing by to standing up.

Gavin, Maria, Jake and Sam showed great courage in stamliog themselves and
thousands of other victims of bullies. They stood up pybleven permitting their
photographs to accompany their powerful words. We owetlitetim to stand by their
sides by joining with our children to stand up for those winifer in silence at the hands
of bullies.



